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 According to Kenneth Gloag's commentary, the spirituals provide "moments of focus and repose  giving shape to both the musical and literary dimensions of the work". Tippett began composing the oratorio in September 1939, on the…





	
	
	
	












He spent his entire career (thirty-six years) in the oil industry working for BP, finishing as an executive director on its main board from 1989–1995.
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